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ACPO Children & Young People

The 2010 ACPO 
Children & Young 

People(C&YP) Conference 
took place in London on 
Thursday 10 June The 
venue had a crisp, fresh 
and modern feel which felt 
appropriate to the agenda 
and the diverse number of 
delegates present at the 
event.

Refreshingly there were 
a large number of young 
people present at the event 
this year with around 30 
young people making up 

a large proportion of the 
nearly 200 strong delegates 
present. The young people 
present were actively 
involved in the day with the 
Volunteer Police Cadets 
helping to manage and 
assist delegates wherever 
possible.

The opening speech 
was given by the MPS 
Assistant Commissioner 
Ian McPherson who 
also leads on the ACPO 
Children & Young 
People Business Area. 

He introduced the new 
ACPO Children & Young 
People National Strategy 
which was launched at 
the conference and was 
warmly received. Mr 
McPherson also addressed 
the current financial difficult 

climate and stressed that 
the police service and it’s 
partners must not go back 
to working in silos but must 
work closer together in a 
more joined up way doing 
more for less. 

Up next was John Drew, 
Chief Executive of the 
Youth Justice Board 
(YJB) who spoke about 
the changing role of the 
YJB following the recent 
general elections and 
how prevention, early 
intervention and reducing 
first time entrants in to the 
criminal justice system is 
an integral and important 
part of the way forward.

Following this was the 
first workshop, presented 
by Superintendent Mark 
Warrender and Chief 1
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Inspector Shaun De 
Souza Brady (ACPO 
C&YP Business Area). 
This was located in the 
main conference room and 
provided the audience with 
a more detailed insight into 
the ACPO C&YP national 
strategy, how it was 
developed and the methods 
for delivering it.  

After a short refreshment 
break it was back in the 
main room for what proved 
to be one of the highlights 
of the conference. The 
audience heard from Supt. 
Nigel Boulton, Devon and 
Cornwall Constabulary and 
Rory McCallum, Director 
of Early Years & Families 
at Devon County Council. 
Their presentation was 
an inspiration to those 
trying to achieve truly 
joined-up working. As they 
talked through the Multi-
Agency Safeguarding Hub 
there was a sense that 
the joined-up ideology 
everyone has been talking 
about for such a long time 

was finally in place, even if 
still in its early stages. 

Following this session 
delegates broke away for 
their various workshops 
which included sessions 
linked to the themes 
addressed within the 
national strategy such 
as; early intervention, 
partnership working, joined-
up thinking, the common 
assessment framework 
(CAF), engaging with 
young people, C&YP 
neighbourhood policing, 
safeguarding young 
people from violent 
extremism and setting 
up youth independent 
advisory groups (YIAG’s). 
Again three of the seven 
workshops were either 
led by or had active 
participation from young 
people. 

After this workshop session 
delegates broke for lunch 
where many found time to 
network with exhibitors and 
colleagues making useful 

contacts whilst enjoying 
a mezze style selection 
of food and drink. The 
next session in the main 
room was a question time 
style panel made up of 5 
young people and 4 adult 

panel members. Young 
people from the Young 
Muslim Advisory Group 
(YMAG) The Volunteer 
Police Cadets (VPC), the 
Durham Youth Independent 
Advisory Group (YIAG) and 
Greater London Authority 
(GLA).The adult panel was 
made up of John Drew 
(YJB), ACC Marcus Beale 
(Staffordshire Constabulary 
and ACPO CYP BA) and 
Supt Mark Warrender 
(Gwent Police and ACPO 
CYP Business Area) and 
Maria Kasprzyk (Devon 
Children & Young People 
Services). This session 
proved to be hugely 
refreshing with some 
excellent questions from 
the audience and equally 
interesting responses from 
the panel members. In 
particular the young panel 
members stole the show 
with their mix of formal 
and ‘less formal’ answers 
providing thoughtful yet 
sometimes amusing 
responses

After the final workshop 
session and a short 
refreshment break came 
a plenary session in the 
main room. Dr Maggie 
Atkinson, the recently 
appointed Children’s 
Commissioner for England, 
gave an inspirational 
speech to the audience 
covering topics including 
the future of the children 
and young people’s agenda 
in England and her own 
experiences of engaging 
with young people. As well 
as this she gave her views 
on the ACPO national 
strategy showing her broad 
support for the agenda. 
She emphasised the 
need for it to be actioned 
nationally and welcomed 
the guidance to help police 
forces implement it.

The conference was closed 
by Dr Stuart Kirby who 
had seamlessly facilitated 
proceedings throughout 
the day. The feedback 
received to date has been 
overwhelmingly positive 
and the Business Area 
looks forward to taking the 
national strategy to further 
audiences over the coming 
weeks and months.
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Rory McCallum (left) and Nigel Boulton (right) present the Multi Agency 
Safeguarding Hub (MASH) Model currently used in Devon Delegates, exhibitors and young 

people networking 

Dr Maggie Atkinson, Children’s 
Commissioner addresses delegates

Question time panel session made up of individuals from the YJB, police, 
children’s services and young people 



The nation’s biggest 
celebration of family life 

sweeps across the country

This year the UK’s biggest 
annual celebration of family 
life proved to be just that 
and didn’t disappoint. 
Thousands of families 
packed it all into just 
seven short days (31st 
May – 6th June) during 
National Family Week 
2010. A packed schedule 
of fantastic free family 
events, gigantic giveaways, 
competitions, discounts on 
the nation’s best attractions 
and top days out, plus the 
hilarious search for the 
UK’s most talented pet 
online, gave families every 
excuse to spend some 
quality family time together 
as The Week continues 
to raise awareness of the 
importance of taking time 
for family and promote 
positive family life. 

Once again ACPO 
supported this unique 

celebration and 
encouraged constabularies 
across the country to run 
family-friendly events and 
activities for local families. 
Many jumped onboard 
The Week and saw it as 
an opportunity to forge 
relationships with families; 
meet people and listen to 
their views and concerns 
in an informal and relaxed 
environment. Some of the 
great events that took place 
during the Week include:

• At Daventry Police Station 
parents and children 
learned how to catch 
a criminal and then 
went ‘backstage’ for a 
rare glimpse of a fully 
operational station. 

• In Staffordshire families 
got their fingerprints 
made into bookmarks as 
mementos of their day 
out, met sniffer dogs and 
tested police cars. 

• The Stevenage Safer 
Neighbourhood Team 
organised a family cycle 
ride around the town 
and offered a free cycle 
maintenance checks for 
all participants.

• Suffolk Constabulary’s 
Bury Central SNT 
joined forces with the 
Fire, Ambulance and 
Coastguard services 
to bring a fun filled 
day with live music, a 
surf machine, bouncy 
castle, bungee run and 
gladiatorial joust. 

Many more tied their events 
into The Week’s theme 
days and held Picnics, 
Story Time sessions or 
Sports Days.

National Family Week 
brings together the largest 
coalition on family issues 
and is backed by all major 
political parties, as well as 
a huge range of national 
charities, local authorities, 

community groups and 
sporting associations – 
including The Chief Fire 
Officers Association, Local 
Government Association, 
Save the Children, the 
National Federation of 
Women’s Institutes, the FA 
and Change 4 Life - plus a 
whole host of celebrities. 

The date for next year 
has already been set and 
National Family Week 2011 
will take place from Monday 
30th May - Sunday 5th 
June. For more information 
on National Family Week or 
ideas on how you can get 
involved visit:-
www.nationalfamilyweek.co.uk
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A collection of initiatives from various police forces to get involved with 
national family week

http://www.nationalfamilyweek.co.uk


ACPO C&YP BA 
Update

As some of you may 
be aware the ACPO 

Children & Young People 
Business Area has been 
looking to recruit a new 
Staff Officer to take on the 
many challenges ahead. 
The Business Area is 
pleased to announce that 
this process has been 
completed and Insp. Alex 
Elderfield has recently 
joined the team. We caught 
up with Alex shortly after 
she started:-

“I am delighted to have 
joined the ACPO Children 
and Young People 
Business Area and look 
forward to working with 
all those involved to 
help further establish 

the children & young 
people’s agenda nationally 
through the Business 
Area .  I bring with me 
wide ranging experience 
from Metropolitan Police 
Service borough policing 
including Safer Streets, 
Borough Tasking Unit, 
Safer Transport Team 
and my most recent 
move was from the 
Central Communications 
Command.  

It was during the earlier 
postings that I first became 
involved with children and 
young people specifically 
through working with the 
SSPs, YOTS and working 
closely with schools and 
Pupil Referral Units.  This 
further developed my 
interest in the children 
and young people area 
which has ultimately led 
to my current and new 
role of ACPO Staff Officer 
to AC Ian McPherson - 
Children and Young People 
Business Area Lead. If 
you wish to contact me 
regarding my role or the 
Business Area, please call 
me on 020 7161 0806 or 
email me on 
Alex.Elderfield@met.pnn.
police.uk ”

A DVD designed for 
young people by young 
people relating to the 
current issues and 
trends surrounding 
Legal Highs.

A full lesson pack and 
DVD available from PC 
1872 Andrew Bustin, 
Andrew.bustin@
durham.pnn.police.uk

A trailer can be viewed 
at:
www.teenytinyfilms.
co.uk/index1.html

“But it’s legal”

Recent Feedback

“A fantastic DVD, a great tool for positive 
engagement”  (Delegate from the ACPO C&YP conference)

“Outstanding, very current and easy to use” 
(Police Officer Durham Constabulary)

“Made for young people, by young people, 
very positive message and a true to life 
scenario” (Chair YIAG)

“Wow, so realistic, so professional, it was like 
watching Waterloo Road” (Young person from the British 
Transport Police Youth Independent Advisory Group.)

In The News
Paedophiles are increasingly accessing indecent pictures of children from webcams, experts warn.
The Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (Ceop) says it has seen a “notable increase” in still and moving images 
captured on webcams.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/10461616.stm
Quarter of children are technically victims of crime, says report
Experimental British Crime Survey on children shows 2.1m incidents but includes many playground and family spats
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2010/jun/17/quarter-of-children-victims-crime
Fears over children joining gangs 
Children as young as nine are joining gangs despite knowing it is likely to kill them, a report warns today.
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/law-and-order/7846390/Fears-over-children-joining-gangs.html
Brain biology linked to severe teenage antisocial behaviour
A new study jointly funded by the Wellcome Trust and the Medical Research Council (MRC) reveals that young adults with conduct 
disorder display an abnormal pattern of brain activity compared with their peers without the disorder.
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2010/News/WTX060166.htm
Barnardo’s boss says more children need to be placed in care
More children should be taken into care but are being left with inadequate parents, says chief 
executive of children’s charity
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2010/jun/28/barnardos-boss-children-in-care
Payment-by-results could drive out smaller charities, say leaders
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1014099/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
Cautious welcome for Scaled Approach system
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/ByDiscipline/Youth-Justice/1013992/Cautious-welcome-Scaled-
Approach-system/
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The Metropolitan Police 
Service (MPS) Volunteer 
Police Cadets (VPC) 
is a voluntary, uniform 
youth organisation for 
young people from across 
London’s 32 boroughs. 
It’s open to anyone 
aged between 14 and 
19.  It offers fantastic 
opportunities to participate 
in a wide range of exciting 
activities, designed to 
enhance the life and 
citizenship skills of young 
people, helping them to 
make friends, have fun and 
inspire and support them 
to progress into further 
education, training or 
employment.

The aim of the VPC is to:

• Promote and encourage 
a practical interest in 
policing among young 
people.

• Provide training which 
will encourage positive 
leadership within 
communities.

• Encourage the spirit of 
adventure and develop 
qualities of leadership 
and good citizenship.

The membership of the 
VPC has risen to 1750 
young people and our aim 
is to reach 4000 by 2012.  
46% of the members are 
from BME (Black Minority 
Ethnic) backgrounds with 
the gender mix, 54% male 
- 46% female.  Our ethos is 
to be inclusive of all so we 
actively recruit members 
from emerging communities 
and our membership 
reflects the makeup of 
the local community each 
unit operates in.  The 
VPC is inclusive of cadets 
who have both physical 
disabilities as well as those 
with learning difficulties.  

This month the Business 
Area  spoke to Sam Curtis 
(pictured below) about his 
role in the cadets and how 
it had affected his life.

Why did you join the 
cadets?
For my self confidence and 
being disabled, I wanted to 
do something that I enjoy 
and Dagenham & Barking  
police cadets welcomed me 
with open arms unlike other 
youth groups.  
 
What is the best part 
about being a cadet?
Knowing that I do good 
things for the public and I 
get a buzz from being  part 
of the met police family. 

What is the most valuable 
thing you have done as a 
cadet?
In my first year of being a 
cadet I won the best new 
cadet

As a young person, what 
is your biggest concern 
in society?
Dreading what the future 
holds for young people 
regarding the way they look 
at life and how they deal 
with it. 

Has your view of the 
police changed since 
becoming a cadet? If so 
what was it before and 
what is it now?
My view has changed. I 
never knew why it seemed 
that they were not doing 
anything within the public. 
Now I know due to being 
a cadet and getting things 
explained and shown to 
us it makes us understand 
and also understand their 
frustration. 

Do you have any ideas 
about how we can solve 
these?
I think that things will get 
worse before they get 
better. It is hard because 
it depends on the way 
the child was brought up 
and the way they are as a 
person.  It also depends on 
what they do day to day. It 
is all down to the way they 
are brought up, the way 
to tackle it is to get to the 
parents first. 

A Parents View
“Sam joined the Cadets at 14 - not long after 
the accident which resulted in him spending 
the majority of his time in a wheelchair. Sam 

had gone into his shell and spent a lot of 
time in his room alone. However after he 

joined the Cadets Sam grew into a young 
man very quickly. He is totally different to 
how he was before he joined the Cadets. 

He is confident, mature and motivated. He 
involves himself in many of the activities. 

He pushes himself and never gives up. The 
VPC looked through the disability and just 

accepted Sam as another Cadet. It has been 
an inspiration to him and we are immensely 

proud of what he has achieved”

Volunteer Police Cadets

Subscription Information
If you wish to receive ACPO’s Children and Young People 
E-Newsletter on a regular basis, please click here or 
e-mail directly: acpocyp@norfolk.pnn.police.uk with the 
subject line; E-Newsletter Subscription.

To feature your teams work within this newsletter or for 
more information on the ACPO Children & Young People 
Business Area, please get in touch with Rory McDermott 
via e-mail: mcdermottr1@norfolk.pnn.police.uk

Look Out For
Document: The ACPO Children & Young People 
Strategy 2010-2013 produced by The ACPO C&YP 
Business Area (final version due to be released at the end 
of July)

Document: The Independent Commission on Youth 
Crime and Antisocial Behaviour produced by The 
Police Foundation (due to be launched 15 July 2010)
www.youthcrimecommission.org.uk/
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Sam Curtis, MPS Volunteer Police Cadet on duty at the 
ACPO Children & Young People Conference
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