
You London Overview
YOU London is made up of the majority 
of the oldest and most experienced 
uniformed groups including military 
cadets and scouting.   

Each of the uniformed youth 
organisations are open to all young 
people and they offer positive 
activities, adventure, fun and they 
have nearly 1,000 years experience 
of producing positive citizens. 

This month we spoke to 19 year old 
Air Cadet Stephen Coulstock who has 
first hand experience of the added 
benefits of being part of the London 
YOU initiative.

Tell us about the Air Cadets (ATC)
The Air Cadets is a voluntary youth 
organisation (for 13-20 year olds) 
aimed at giving young people 
experiences they would not normally 

get – much like the Volunteer Police 
Cadets (VPC). We are parented by 
the Royal Air Force and promote an 
interest in aviation, getting access to 
RAF stations, flying and gliding. 

We also participate widely in the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award scheme as well 
as various sports and adventurous 
activities. Cadets can also complete 
academic qualifications through us as 
well as gain leadership and managerial 
skills, first aid qualifications and learn 
music.

How long have you been a member 
of the ATC?
Almost 6 years

Where is your Squadron?
I am a member of 1475 (Dulwich) 
Squadron, based in South East 
London

What were you able to do as a result 
of the YOU partnership?
I was able to complete the first phase 
of a Walking Group Leaders Award 
which was arranged by the VPC. I am 
due to take the assessment with them 
in November.

How did this opportunity come 
about?
The VPC had a spare place on their 
course which was advertised through 
the YOU London partner organisations 
network. I applied and was lucky 
enough to get on the course.

How did you find the application 
process?
It was very easy. My Commanding 
Officer told me about the course and 
I simply phoned PS David Black from 
the VPC who confirmed I had a place. 
I just had to complete the necessary 
paperwork and that was it: simple!
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Tell us about the course:
The Walking Group Leaders course 
took place over 3 days in North Wales. 
It was an outdoor hill walking course 
which, once qualified, will allow me 
to take groups in non-mountainous 
hilly terrain in the UK. Once qualified, 
I will hold a professional qualification 
for life as long as I hold a current first 
aid qualification.  The course taught 
us all about group management, 
navigation, emergency procedures, 
access to land, conservation and 
remote supervision (useful for DofE 
groups). There were about 15 of us in 
total. 

Did you enjoy the course?
Yes, I did very much. It was my first 
opportunity to meet people from the 
VPC – they were really nice and 
friendly. Most were older than I was and 
very experienced so it was interesting 
to learn more about their organisation 
and the similarities between them 
and the ATC. Most of them were very 
experienced and senior members of 
the Police, so it was great to see they 

were giving up their valuable time to 
help young people.

Was it easy to work with people 
from another youth organisation?
Yes, it was. The course was very 
well organised and run and it was 
conducted in a very friendly manner. 
I enjoyed learning about the VPC as 
well as the content of the course, and 
hope to work with them again in the 
future, perhaps in my Squadrons local 
community.

What would you say to someone 
thinking of working with other 
groups via the YOU partnership?

Go for it! It was great to meet people 
from another organisation with a 
likeminded approach. The whole 
course – from application through 
to completion was easy and I’ve 
gained a professional qualification, 
and a skill for life through YOU. This 
kind of course could have cost as 
much as £500 but was offered to 
me completely free of charge! I feel 
extremely privileged and grateful for 
the opportunity. It doesn’t just have 
to be a course like this though – we 
could work together in lots of different 
ways!

What do you plan to do with your 
qualification?
Well, 1475 Squadron is pretty large 
– with around 120 cadets – so I 
want to use the qualification to assist 
with getting the cadets into the 
great outdoors and also completing 
their expedition section of the DofE 
Award. Our cadets come from inner-
city Peckham and the surrounding 
areas, so just getting them into the 
countryside is great. They love it.
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Behind The Youth United & YOU Initiatives
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Interview with Roy Ratazzi  
from Youth United

What is Youth United? 
Youth United brings together large, 
national, youth organisations that 
between them are helping hundreds 
of thousands of young people to 
develop key skills such as confidence, 
teamwork and leadership that help 
them become better citizens.
It started life in Croydon, when 
Police Sergeant Richard Curran, a 
volunteer leader in the Air Training 

Corps, contacted leaders of other 
local youth organisations to discuss 
how they might work together to 
share best practice, resources  and 
ideas in order to encourage greater 
participation by some of the local 
young people from a wide social 
mix.  From the early beginnings of a 
coalition that was entitled YOU (Youth 
Organisations Uniform), the Croydon 
model was expanded to incorporate 
all London boroughs under the name 
YOU London.

Following this launch it was decided 
to roll out the idea throughout the 
UK, under the name Youth United.  
Regional branding is within the spirit 
of the coalition, as is already apparent 
from YOU London and Young Dragons 
(Dreigiau Ifanc) in Wales. 

Where has Youth United been 
rolled out so far?  
In England, each of the 32 London 
boroughs has established a steering 
group, with overall coordination being 
effected through a voluntary Chairman 
and small support staff.  Youth United 
in Manchester was launched in 
February 2010 and is still in its infancy, 
with a volunteer project coordinator 
from the Greater Manchester Police 
taking the initiative forward.

A Welsh young citizenship initiative, 
Young Dragons, was masterminded 
in North Wales in 2009 and has now 
aligned itself to Youth United under 
the Chairmanship of the Deputy Chief 
Constable of Gwent Police.  Blaenau 
Gwent, Carmarthenshire and North 
Wales now have active coalition 
groups working together.

Stephen Coulstock whilst on the Walking 
Leaders course in North Wales
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What has made Youth United so 
successful? 
Benefits of the Coalition working 
at the local level are already being 
reported.  The ability to be able to 
contact another organisation for help 
and advice, in the knowledge that 
they are both members of a trusted 
and valued coalition, is welcomed. 

The diversity of opportunity provided 
by each organisation has been 
significantly enhanced. A simple 
example would be a scout leader who 
is looking to find a new activity for his 
group. In the past he/she maybe stuck 
for ideas and finance but by utilising 
his/her contacts through Youth United 
a whole host of options become 
available; boat expeditions with the 
Sea Cadets and flights with the Air 
Cadets to name just a couple.

What do you think the future holds 
for Youth United?  
The Youth United brand is strong, 
given the organisational composition 
of the Coalition and so I see the future 
as being promising. Given the fact 
that with few additional resources, it 
can provide an impressive variety of 
positive activities for young people 
aged from 4 – 25, helping them to 
develop into responsible, confident 
citizens.  

Above all it offers choice to all young 
people.  It is thus hoped that schools 
and local authorities will welcome the 
programmes that are run through the 
member organisations, and actively 
support the future roll out as a force 
for good.

Where can I find out more 
information?  
A Youth United website exists at 
www.youthunited.org.uk and will 
be shortly brought up to date to link 
the Coalition members and regional 
initiatives into the national site.

Interview with Chief Inspector Ed Sherry Met 
Territorial Police Youth Team & YOU London
It has been a year since the 
official launch of YOU London at 
Buckingham Palace, what progress 
has been made during this time?
We are now starting to see the 
successes on a local level where 29 
of the 32 boroughs have launched 
YOU and have plans in place to 
further develop sharing resources. At 
a strategic level we are working with 
the Greater London Authority on a 
programme of activities to ensure the 
continuing success of YOU London. 

The London Mayor Boris Johnson 
is fully supportive of our work and 
has said: “Uniformed voluntary 
organisations have a hugely 
important part to play in helping young 
Londoners unearth hidden talents and 
realise their full potential.”

What challenges are YOU London 
groups experiencing?
At the moment there is a real shortage 
of volunteers across the majority of 
the organisations and we have large 
waiting lists of young people wanting to 
join the uniformed youth organisations 

but who are unable to do so until we 
recruit more adult leaders.  

What do you think is the future of 
YOU London?
We are about to embark on a big 
recruitment drive for volunteers.  This 
will include The Princes Trust piloting a 
scheme within their Team programme 
www.princes-trust.org.uk/need_
help/courses/team.aspx to promote 
the YOU London organisations and 
the potential to volunteer.

A London wide media campaign being 
supported by the Greater London 
Authority will also be rolled out towards 
the end of this year and next year.  

We will also be working with emerging 
communities in London which allow 
them to support their young people with 
assistance from the structures offered 
by the YOU London organisations.

Where can I find out more 
information?
More information can be found on the 
website www.youlondon.org.uk

“Ever since the age of five I have been actively involved in one youth organisation 
or another and I'm so glad I have. I first joined the Boys' Brigade in year 1 and it has 
shaped my life ever since. I had received the Jack Petchey award and had known about 
YOU LONDON though the VPC. It came as a shock to me really, as while playing the 
bugle at the Lord Mayors Show my captain pointed out a massive image of me at the 
back of a YOU London bus. Now everyone says that I look like the back of a bus to 
which I reply " I am the back of the bus ". That aside I couldn't be more pleased with 
the work YOU London do with the GLA and our colourful Mayor Mr Boris Johnson. I 
am so pleased that he and his staff support the work of YOU LONDON. I had always 
known there were waiting lists for these organisations but what others don’t know is 
that many companies and youth groups are shutting down mainly because of lack of 
volunteers which is what they rely on.”

Dominic Goodall with the Mayor of London  
Boris Johnson

http://www.youthunited.org.uk
http://www.princes-trust.org.uk/need_help/courses/team.aspx
http://www.princes-trust.org.uk/need_help/courses/team.aspx
http://www.youlondon.org.uk
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A great day for all
I wouldn’t normally write something 
relating to my out of work experiences 
but having been to the Beautiful Days 
Festival in Devon from the 20th - 22nd 
of August, I felt inspired to at least 
mention it!

I have been to a number of the 
larger ‘commercial’ music festivals 
in recent years and really enjoyed 
them, however this year I went to the 
Beautiful Days Festival to see what it 
had to offer. 

All Welcome
My first observation was that this small 
festival near Ottery St Mary in Devon 
was not so much a commercial music 
festival but a family festival, packed 
with people young and old with lots 
for them to do. Mini marquee’s for 
teenagers to ‘jam’, climbing walls, 
bouncy castles, children’s play 
area’s evening storytelling were all 
accompanied by theatre groups 
displaying wild costumes, solo 
entertainers, parades, comedy shows 
and open mic sessions. 

Excellent Organisation
Often large festivals are associated 
with high levels of petty crime and 
security problems but not this one. 
Good security and staffing coupled 
with the presence of the St Johns 
Ambulance and the local police made 
sure the event ran smoothly.

On Policing
It was reassuring not only to see the 
presence of police officers around 
the site but to see those officers 
engaging pro-actively with all groups 
of people at the festival (including 
me!).  A shared joke, a two minute 
conversation, a photograph with an 
officer and even a pair of stripy boots 

all helped to keep the mood light and 
problems to a minimum. 

This should be considered a big win 
for the local police who were not 
there to stifle the fun but to provide 
everyone at the festival with support, 
reassurance and assistance

There is so much more that can be 
said for this festival; good local food, 
lots of bins with recycling points, clean 
toilets and showers, family camping 
areas and I don’t even think I’ve 
mentioned the music!

The music
The music was excellent and included 
a diverse mix of dance, rock, acoustic, 
folk and much more.

The future of small festivals
Having now sampled both the big 
commercial and the small sized 
festival, I really hope the small is 
not pushed to extinction as it would 
represent a great loss to our local 
communities culture and diversity. 

These festivals are where families 
bond, young people develop 
confidence and independence and 
the police build vital relationships 
within the communities they serve.

Rory McDermott 
ACPO Communications
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Editors Review - 
Beautiful Days Festival

Theatre groups in a variety of costumes 
entertain children, young people and adults

Not standard police issue footwear but 
certainly engaging on stripes Sunday!

Storytelling helps keep the younger children entertained at the campsite



The packs seek to combat Binge 
Drinking and Shoplifting offences 
and are specifically designed to 
assist officers in engagement 
opportunities when talking at local 
schools and youth clubs. 

A thought provoking DVD entitled 
Binge Drinking: Your Night, Your 
Choice has been produced in response 
to national concerns about the dangers 
of drinking, particularly amongst young 
people.

An optional education pack - to be 
taught to teenagers at Key Stage 4 
level - includes a lesson plan with group 
worksheets and role play and an 

evaluation sheet. 
The interactive 
pack poses 
questions like 
“Why do people 
drink alcohol?” 

to challenge students to make informed 
decisions and engage in debate.
Colleges and Universities across the 
country are also using the DVD to raise 
awareness of the dangers of binge 
drinking amongst their students.
The DVD is priced at £59 and the 
education pack including the DVD 
(pictured below) costs just £99.

Shoplifting: We all pay the price is 
also intended to provoke debate and 
features restorative justice with young 
people. 

The DVD, which can also be 
accompanied by the youth engagement 
pack, is to be used in schools and youth 
clubs to raise awareness of the impact 
shoplifting has on family, friends and 
the community.
This broadcast quality DVD can also be 
used as part of a lesson plan.
• Essential tool for Neighbourhood 
Policing Teams
• Short film to engage young people
• Features Restorative Justice in 

action
• Pro-active and preventative

• Produced in association 
with retailers

Norfolk Constabulary’s 
Head of Criminal Justice Peter 

Merry said, “This educational 
campaign highlights the impact and 

consequences of shoplifting on both 
offenders and the wider public.”

The DVD is priced at £29 and the 
education pack including the DVD 
(pictured above) costs just £59.

Educational DVDs Provide Important Link
Binge drinking and shoplifting are widely recognised as major problems amongst young people in the UK.   
Excessive alcohol consumption has become commonplace in towns and cities throughout the country, 
sometimes with tragic consequences. 
Figures also show that the majority of shoplifters are teenagers aged 10-17, most of whom do not realise they 
may become criminalised by shoplifting. To address this trend, Norfolk Constabulary’s  Social Marketing Unit 
has created a ‘library’ of DVD products which have  been made available to its officers to aid engagement 
within their communities, but also to share with other police forces and partner agencies at a fraction of the 
cost so that they too can obtain these useful resources.

To order either of the DVDs or 
the educational packs call 01953 

425556 or email 
socialmarketing@

norfolk.pnn.police.uk

‘Back to School’ Special 
Offer!

Buy the two DVDs for only £80 or 
the two packs for £145
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Seized crime cash funds workshops
The Culture Minister has praised a scheme which uses 
criminals’ cash to fund creative workshops.

Supervision order for 11-year-old boys convicted of 
attempting to rape girl, 8
Pair spared custody but put on offender register amid 
criticism over decision to hear trial in adult court

Four-year-old apologises as part of scheme where 
criminals say sorry to victims
A boy aged four is believed to be the youngest child in 
Britain to be dealt with under a scheme which involves 
criminals apologising to victims.

Hughes seeks clarification on dormant account funds
The Deputy Leader of the Liberal Democrats, Simon 
Hughes, is urging ministers to clarify whether money 
from dormant bank accounts is still destined for new 
youth facilities.

Government clarifies ban on Every Child Matters
The Department for Education (DfE) has moved to allay 
fears that a ban on the use of the phrase Every Child 
Matters in the new government signals a shift in policy for 
children and young people.

Small charities bear the brunt of cuts despite big 
society pledge
The government’s big society vision will collapse if the 
scale of council funding cuts to small charities under way 
in some areas is replicated nationwide, sector figures 
have warned.

Survey reveals that three-quarters of young people 
volunteer
A survey of more than 6,000 young people has revealed 
that three-quarters make a positive contribution to society 
by regularly volunteering.

Ofsted study identifies key traits of outstanding 
children’s services
A strong emphasis on prevention and early intervention 
and successful engagement of children, young people 
and families are among the traits of the 10 local authorities 
judged as outstanding in children’s services by Ofsted.

In The News
August-September 2010 News Summary

Report reveals poor communication between 
safeguarding boards and health organisations
Communication channels between Local Safeguarding 
Children Boards (LSCB) and partner agencies - particularly 
doctors and independent health care organisations - are 
“relatively weak”, according to a new report.

Liberal Democrats to ask members to back youth 
service investment
Members of the Liberal Democrats will be asked to support 
investment in youth services, and post-16 training and 
education at the party’s conference next month.

Quality childcare plays key role in curbing youth 
crime, says Met Chief
Childcare campaigners have welcomed comments by the 
Head of the Metropolitan Police in support of Sure Start 
children’s centres.

Government outlines plans to tackle dangers posed 
by legal highs
The government plans to introduce tough new measures 
to combat so-called legal highs being marketed to young 
people.

Atkinson backs judge’s ruling on boys charged with 
attempted rape
The Children’s Commissioner for England has praised 
the judge presiding over the case of two young boys 
charged with attempted rape, saying a prison term was 
not appropriate at their age.

Hardwick says YJB ‘crucial’
The new chief inspector of prisons has said the Youth 
Justice Board (YJB) plays a “crucial role” in youth justice.

Useful News Links

http://www.nya.org.uk/news/
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/News/
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http://www.google.com/hostednews/ukpress/article/ALeqM5jBm6j1Lu3PamQsV4cEruFD-ItHkQ
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2010/aug/18/boys-attempted-rape-girl-eight-supervision-order
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2010/aug/18/boys-attempted-rape-girl-eight-supervision-order
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/crime/7948276/Four-year-old-apologises-as-part-of-scheme-where-criminals-say-sorry-to-victims.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/crime/7948276/Four-year-old-apologises-as-part-of-scheme-where-criminals-say-sorry-to-victims.html
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Youth-Work-Weekly/news/1020237/?DCMP=EMC-YouthWorkWeekly
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1021116/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1021120/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1021120/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1021528/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1021528/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1022101/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1022101/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1024491/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1024491/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1022199/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1022199/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1023050/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1023050/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1023274/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1023274/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1023076/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1023076/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Youth-Justice/news/1023535/?DCMP=EMC-YouthJustice


Subscription Information

If you wish to receive ACPO’s Children and Young People E-Newsletter on a regular basis, please e-mail us 
directly: acpocyp@norfolk.pnn.police.uk with the subject line; E-Newsletter Subscription.

To feature your teams work within this newsletter or for more information on the ACPO Children & Young 
People Business Area, please get in touch with Rory McDermott via e-mail: 
mcdermottr1@norfolk.pnn.police.uk
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Events & Reading List
Events

The National Children and Adult Services Conference 
This is an established event that sees an audience of 
approximately 1200 high-level attendees coming together 
for three days to discuss and debate the latest issues 
affecting children and adult services.
3rd - 5th of November 2010

Annual Youth Justice Convention 2010
For over ten years the convention has brought together 
delegates from youth offending teams, police, local 
authorities, secure establishments, sentencers, probation 
and other key stakeholders and policy makers.
Tuesday 23rd and Wednesday 24th November 2010, 
Newport, South Wales - Youth Justice Board

Reading List

New Newsletter
The ACPO Prevent Delivery Unit has launched its first 
Community Engagement Newsletter this week, the first of 
which focuses on youth engagement. The newsletter  has 
been designed mainly for front line practitioners to share 
details of projects and initiatives taking place across 
the country to empower and safeguard communities 
against all forms of violent extremism. This will be sent 
to police colleagues and partners, including community 
organisations. To subscribe to future editions of the 
newsletter please email: 
PDUengagement@acpo.pnn.police.uk 

The Jack Petchey Foundation Report
Each year the Jack Petchey Foundation presents over 
14,000 Achievement Awards to recognise the efforts 
and achievements of young people. The vast majority 
of young people are ambitious, want to make something 
of their lives, have opinions and already make a positive 

contribution to society. As part of the Jack Petchey 
Foundation 10th birthday celebrations they decided to 
ask young people what they thought. A staggering 6,429 
young people took part and the results are presented in 
this report.

Outstanding local authority children’s services 2009
This report highlights aspects of best practice in the 
10 children’s services judged by Ofsted in 2009 to be 
performing excellently; this is the highest of four ratings. 
In these highest-performing local authorities, the overall 
effectiveness of a very large majority of inspected services 
and settings was good or excellent. This report analyses 
some of the key factors that led to their high performance 
and illustrates these with practical examples.

The Evaluation of Arrangements for Effective 
Operation of the New Local Safeguarding Children 
Boards in England - Final Report
The report presents findings from the national evaluation 
of Local Safeguarding Children Boards (LSCBs), 
commissioned by the Department for Children, Schools 
and Families (DCSF) and Department of Health (DoH), 
to examine the extent to which LSCBs have overcome 
the weaknesses of Area Child Protection Committees 
(ACPCs), and the effectiveness of the Boards in meeting 
their objectives. 

NPIA Digest Newsletter
The NPIA Digest is a journal produced each month by 
the Legal Services Team of the Chief Executive Officer 
Directorate. The Digest is a primarily legal environmental 
scanning publication intended to capture and consolidate 
topical and key issues, both current and future, impacting 
on all areas of policing.
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http://www.adass.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=511&Itemid=391
http://www.neilstewartassociates.com/yjc10/
mailto:PDUengagement%40acpo.pnn.police.uk%20?subject=ACPO%20Prevent%20Subcription%20Via%20CYP%20Newsletter
http://offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/PYC/Report%20by%20the%20Jack%20Petchey%20Foundation.pdf
http://offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/PYC/Outstanding%20local%20authority%20childrens%20services%202009.doc
http://www.education.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DFE-RR027.doc
http://www.education.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DFE-RR027.doc
http://www.education.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DFE-RR027.doc
http://www.npia.police.uk/en/docs/September_2010_Digest.pdf

