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The Child 
Information Form

What is the Child Information Form
• The Child Information Form (CIF) is a collaboration between police and the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) to 

get more streamlined information when it comes to considering out of  court resolutions, it replaced 

o the 10-point checklist and

o  the FTE checklist.

•  The CIF became mandatory in February 2025 for 

o first time entrants (FTE), 

o care experienced children (NB form required even if  the child has previously been convicted in 
court); and 

o those facing sexual allegations. (NB form required even if  the child has previously been convicted in 
court)

o The proposed offence is punishable in the case of  an adult with imprisonment of  14 years or more

o Additionally - there will be cases that do not fall within the mandatory requirement that will still require 
more information before decisions are made.

• The CIF The form is designed to collate information provided by the police in conjunction with relevant agencies 
including YJS. 
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Whose Duty is it to Complete the Form

• The police must complete this form for cases involving child suspects (aged 
10 – 17 years)   

• They need to have firsthand experience of  the case (FAQs)

• Where police officers are: 

• seeking a charging decision from the CPS; or 

• are submitting a file for a NGAP police-charged case 

• The police must complete the first sections of  the form (A-E) in all cases. 

• The police should also complete the remaining sections (F-H) only if  
applicable to your case

Who should contribute to the CIF?

• This form should be completed by the police in conjunction with all the relevant 
agencies and people involved in the care of  the child suspect. 

• There needs to be multiagency collaboration to assist in the completion of  the forms. 
(FAQs)

•  It is the duty of  key agencies who work with children to cooperate to improve the 
outcomes for children. 

• The views of  both the child suspect or defendant, and the victim, must also be 
considered, taking into consideration any Special Educational Needs or disabilities 
that may impact on their ability to communicate and engage, and the impact of  how 
unmet needs may affect their behaviour. 

• However, the form should not be forwarded to third parties to complete. (FAQs)

3

4



30/01/2026

3

Who is the form for?

• Completion of  this form will enable prosecutors to make timely 
decisions; it is therefore essential that information is provided as soon as 
it is available. 

• If  information is not available at the time of  completion, it is imperative 
to provide the outstanding information as soon as possible afterwards. 

• The form does not replace the MG3, it is designed to complement it. 

Who Should be Involved in Preparing the 
Information?

• This form should be completed by the police in conjunction with all the 
relevant agencies and people involved in the care of  the child suspect.  See the 
“Information Sharing” section of  the FAQs for further detail of  the relevant 
parties

• The form is designed to collate all this information in one place. It is the duty 
of  key agencies who work with children to cooperate to improve the outcomes 
for children.  To enable timely and appropriate charging decisions to be made, 
a collaborative and transparent approach to the provision of  accurate and up-
to-date information sharing, including that of  the child’s background and 
circumstances, is required to assist prosecutors with the application of  the 
Public Interest stage of  the test. This is a fundamental requirement of  CPS 
decision making.
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What if  the Information is not available?

• Investigators should complete as much of  the form as they are able to, but if  
the information is not available, then this should be the response on the 
form, with an explanation as to why it is not available. Prosecutors can then 
assess whether the outstanding information should be the subject of  an 
escalated request. (FAQ)

Child First

• The Frequently Asked Questions states

• The CPS and police are committed to ‘Child First’ justice – the belief  
that children coming to the attention of  the Youth Justice System should 
be seen as ‘children’ first.

• ‘The introduction of  our new Child Information Form brings together 
our commitment to Child First justice and our commitment to file 
quality. ‘
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Safeguarding Considerations

• Although the main responsibility for children’s welfare and safety will 
usually lie with agencies such as policing, social, health and education 
services, there is, nevertheless, a role for prosecutors in terms of  
safeguarding children. Where independence and objectivity are not 
compromised, prosecutors will engage with other authorities and 
agencies to safeguard children, including through the Local Safeguarding 
Children Board.

Information to be Collected

Information Sources

Health and Welfare of  Child Suspect CAMHS,  Social Worker, YJS, parent or carer

Occupation and/or Education of  Child Suspect School, Education Provider, parent carer, YJS, 

safeguarding meetings

Additional Information

Circumstances of  the Offence

Previous Offending and Behaviour Including OOCD that are not included in PNC

Admitted Offending Any admissions need to be brought to the attention of  

YJS

Sexual Offending To be completed if  applicable

Children Looked After, In Need or Under 18 Care 

Leavers

To be completed if  applicable
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YJLC and others have some concerns about the CIF

1. The CIF asks for admissions “not captured during the PACE 
interview” eg upon arrest or to Social Workers, family or captured on 
BWV footage. This breaches the statutory protections in PACE

2. There is no stated requirement to check the contents with the child or 
their lawyer. This could lead to 

1. Inaccuracies that are recorded without correction or explanation

2. Preventing relevant information held by the child themself  or their 
lawyer

Concerns about CIF

• How is the content being stored?

• How else is the content being used?

• Does it comply with data protection?

• The information is about the child and so belongs to the child, is it being 
shared with the child?

• Could it be shared with others? If  so the child does not get a clean slate?

11

12


	Slide 1: The Child Information Form 
	Slide 2: What is the Child Information Form
	Slide 3: Whose Duty is it to Complete the Form
	Slide 4: Who should contribute to the CIF?
	Slide 5: Who is the form for?
	Slide 6: Who Should be Involved in Preparing the Information?
	Slide 7: What if the Information is not available?
	Slide 8: Child First
	Slide 9: Safeguarding Considerations
	Slide 10: Information to be Collected
	Slide 11: YJLC and others have some concerns about the CIF
	Slide 12: Concerns about CIF

