
Support for voluntary, community and social enterprise 
organisations (VCSOs) and statutory organisations, 
working in the community with children and young 
people who’ve had contact with the justice system or 
are at risk of entering the justice system.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE)

grant funding

   guidance



As young people face up to today’s challenges, we know 
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) has never been 
needed more. To break down barriers to DofE participation, 
we are offering grant funding to voluntary, community and 
social enterprise organisations (VCSOs) and statutory 
organisations, working in the community with children 
and young people who’ve had contact with the justice 
system or are at risk of entering the justice system. This 
could include young people at risk of offending, those 
serving sentences in the community, and those that have 
completed time in the Secure Estate and are re-integrating 
into society. The grant should be used to establish a 
sustainable DofE offer at the organisation.

The funding is now open for applications. With the 
generous support of our donor The Julia Rausing Trust, 
£10,250 grant funding is available for eligible VCSOs 
and statutory organisations over 3 years. Alongside this, 
organisations can apply for an additional £250 bursary per 
participant each year, for personal DofE equipment for up 
to 15 young people a year.
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    fund
overview



The organisation must have a track record of 
working in the community with children and 
young people who’ve had contact with the 
justice system or are at risk of entering the 
justice system.

VCSO organisations/groups must be an 
incorporated organisation, that have been 
established for at least one year. Examples 
include Charitable Incorporated Organisations 
(CIO) and Charitable Companies Limited 
by Guarantee.

Organisations must have a bank account in 
the organisation’s name, with two or more 
unrelated signatories and any reserves accrued 
by organisations are reinvested to support your 
work (i.e. not for profit). You will also need to be 
able to provide copies of your most recent 
annual accounts.

Who does this fund support?

This fund will support VCSO and statutory 
organisations, working in the community with children 
and young people who’ve had contact with the justice 
system or are at risk of entering the justice system. 
Eligibility is based on the following criteria:
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VCSOs

VCSOs

VCSOs

SOs

N/A

N/A



VCSOs

VCSOs

SOs

N/A

Applicants must be able to meet the 
requirements of a DofE Licensed Organisation 
(LO) and will be required to sign a Directly 
Licensed Centre (DLC) agreement.

Each organisation will require a designated 
Licence signatory and DofE Manager, both will 
receive dedicated support from an Operations 
Officer to help them get the programme up and 
running with support every step of the way.

Please note that as a part of the process, 
VCSO organisations will need to undergo a due 
diligence check and will be asked to produce 
documentation, including safeguarding policies 
and profit and loss accounts.
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VCSOs SOs



Eligible organisations can apply for up to £10,250 over 
three years. Your local DofE Operations Officer will support 
you to develop your project and develop a proposal for 
what the funds will be used for. Examples of what could be 
included in the funding are: 

Contribution to DofE 
licence fee

Funded DofE participation 
places for young people

Bursaries for adult 
leader training courses 
(e.g. first aid, 
safeguarding, outdoor 
qualifications)

Group equipment 
for DofE sections 
(Volunteering, Physical, 
Skill, Expedition, 
Residential)

AAP delivery costs for 
Expedition section

Travel costs for young 
people, for all sections of 
their Award

Travel costs for leaders 
during Expeditions

Food and accommodation 
costs for young people and 
leaders during Expeditions

Internal staff costs 
supporting DofE delivery

DofE Celebration 
event costs

Additional delivery costs 
DofE (e.g. printing)
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What does this fund support?



Organisations can also apply for a £250 bursary per 
participant, for up to 15 young people per year. Examples 
of what can be included: 

	■ Bursaries for personal equipment for volunteering, physical and 
skill sections activities not delivered by the organisation and 
personal clothing.

	■ Bursaries for personal equipment for the expedition section that 
would not be included in the organisation’s expedition kit store.

The fund opens for applications April 2025.  
 
See Appendix 1 and 2 for further details.
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1 Step
Contact your DofE Operations Officer 
to find out more.

4 

5 

8 
Step

Step

Step

Once your organisation’s DofE licence 
begins, fill in the grant application 
form with the support of your 
Operations Officer.

Submit your application form. You will 
also need to read and confirm you agree 
to the DofE’s Terms and Conditions.

Complete an interim and end of year report 
by the dates stated on your application form 
and submit all receipts/invoices.

2

6

Step

Step

(VCSO ONLY) If eligible, complete 
the DofE Licence Due Diligence process.

Your application will be reviewed, and you 
will receive an email from DofE confirming 
whether it has been successful or not.

3

7

Step

Step

Apply for a DofE licence.

If successful, use your grant in line with the 
agreement, making sure you keep copies of 
all receipts/invoices.

Reporting requirements
Successful Licensed Organisations will 
be required to submit an interim report 
6 months after the grant submission 
date. A final report will then be due 
12 months after the grant submission 
date. This will detail how their grant 
has supported young people to do 
their DofE, and the positive impact 
this has had.

Grantees must retain all invoices 
and receipts associated with the 
expenditure as these will be requested 
during the final reporting process.

Further support
Please contact your DofE 
Operations Officer.

Application Process
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This grant helps organisations to offset some of the costs of delivering DofE over a 3-year 
period. The maximum amount that can be applied for across the grant and participant 
bursaries in a single year is £10,000.

Underspend and participant places can be carried into subsequent years, but this must 
be agreed through the end of year reporting process and indicated in the subsequent 
grant application.

Example
Year 1:

Based on the example above:
Total organisation bursary spend in Year 1 is £4657.50, meaning that of the £10,250 
across the 3 year period, £5592.50 remains for Year 2 and 3.

Your organisation can apply for 15 participant bursaries in Year 2 and in Year 3, 
but again, the total of the grant and bursary together for year 2 or year 3 spend 
cannot exceed £10,000.

*Costs are only a guide and may vary.

**Licence fee costs vary depending on location and organisation type.

Appendix 1 – Details of how the grant can be used

Organisation bursary Cost

15 x Bronze participation places £457.50*

Year 1 Licence Fee £1350**

2 x Adult Leader First Aid course £300

AAP delivery costs for Expedition £1500

Group Expedition equipment (5 tents, 15 ruck-
sacks, 15 sleeping bags, 3 stoves)

£1050

Total organisation bursary spend £4657.50

Personal bursaries for young people Cost

15 x personal bursaries £3750

Total organisation personal bursary spend £3750

Total Year 1 Spend £8407.50
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Grant funding
Group equipment must be reusable for DofE activity, be owned and retained by the 
Licenced Organisation (LO), demonstrate value for money, and clearly help facilitate 
activities and support participants to do their DofE.

LOs must have the ability to store and maintain them so they can be used again.

Young person sectional bursary funding
Personal equipment should be kept by participants beyond their DofE 
programme and should be for personal clothes for sections or activities that are 
delivered outside the organisation enabling them to access other activities they 
are passionate about. This section is not designed to fund equipment for LOs 
equipment stores - this should be covered by the main grant.

If any young person does not anticipate using the equipment beyond their DofE, 
we encourage the LO to collect unwanted items so that participants in future 
years can benefit.

	■ Tents
	■ Cooking equipment (excluding any fuel)
	■ Sleeping bags
	■ Sleeping bag liners
	■ Roll mats
	■ Rucksacks
	■ Rucksack liners
	■ Waterproof jackets 
	■ Waterproof trousers
	■ Walking boots
	■ Maps
	■ Map cases
	■ Compasses
	■ GPS Trackers (excluding subscriptions)

	■ Plates and cutlery
	■ First aid kits
	■ Torches
	■ Survival shelters/bags
	■ Buoyancy aids
	■ Helmets
	■ Tennis racquets
	■ Tennis balls
	■ Footballs
	■ Boxing gloves
	■ Bicycles
	■ Blow up kayak
	■ Netball
	■ Golf clubs

Appendix 2 – Examples of equipment that can be 
purchased with the grant and bursary
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Sectional equipment (Volunteering)

Sectional equipment (Physical)

	■ Litter picker
	■ Bin bags
	■ Printing costs for leaflets 

(e.g. raising awareness)

	■ Cooking equipment 
(e.g. cooking for homeless)

	■ Gardening tools
	■ Hi-vis vest

	■ Running shoes
	■ Football boots
	■ Rugby boots
	■ Swimming costume
	■ Goggles
	■ Swimming cap
	■ Tennis/badminton racket
	■ Tennis balls
	■ Dance shoes (e.g. ballet)
	■ Shuttlecock
	■ Hoop
	■ Boxing gloves
	■ Hand wraps (boxing)

	■ Hockey stick
	■ Hockey puck
	■ Push-bike
	■ Yoga/pilates mat
	■ Dumbbells
	■ Pull up bar
	■ Skateboard
	■ Climbing equipment
	■ Ice skates
	■ Other: 3–6-month gym membership, 

subscription to running app, lessons e.g. 
boxing/swimming, fitness class pass
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Sectional equipment (Skill)

Expedition

	■ Gardening tools
	■ Toolkit
	■ Bike maintenance manual
	■ Musical instrument
	■ Magic set
	■ Singing lessons
	■ Acting lessons
	■ Books
	■ DJ equipment
	■ Bee keeping equipment

	■ Language lessons
	■ Sewing machine
	■ Sports leadership/officiating course
	■ Cooking equipment
	■ First aid course
	■ Barbering tools
	■ Public speaking workshops
	■ Drawing/painting set
	■ Music recording equipment
	■ Subject books e.g. Maths, English

	■ Socks
	■ Boots

	■ Waterproof coat
	■ Waterproof trousers

Young person sectional bursary funding also supports the Residential 
section of a participants Award. Please speak with your Operations 
Officer for guidance on purchasing sectional equipment for this section.


